
'

5 been so much I've learned
 
.Jhout the years, and I could
 

ave done it without au r
 
ewchief, Paul Waszak."
 

GM Performance Parts Nostalgia Pro Street 

driver Mitch Mika knows all about it, since he's also 

finishing up his commercial pilot's rating. The 

Arlington Heights, III. native isn't a wild-eyed 

daredevil by any means, but he is one of those guys 

who thinks he can drive anything and wants to 

itlhlrs: 
RIVER 

prove it. FrorD go-kalts to racecars to jets, Mika 

always been happiest with a wheel in his hand 

a goal to achieve. 

"My whole goal in life seems to be 'How m 

licenses can I getl'" he laughed. "Really, it's ab 

grasping something that's uncontrollable and tr 

to control it. Some people are pencil-pushers 

keyboard-punchers, but I want to be able to .... 

something with a throttle and something to stel 

want to have the responsibility for something 

has a lot of power and gets people places. I wan 

do something for society and America, and fl~ 

planes does that." 

He's still acquiring flight time in commercial j 

but at age 23, Mika has already racked up plent} 

track time in fast racecars. Now in his third year 

NPS competition, Mika started out bracket racing 

an older-than-he-Iooked youngster, then moved i! 

Factory Street with a '68 Chevelle. When the me 

blew up in that car, Mika and his family-run te 

picked up an '85 Camaro and moved into Limi 

Street. But the motor in that car turned out to b 

bit more than the chassis could handle, so the te 

acquired another '85 Camaro, this one certified 

8.50's. They installed their 5S0-inch motor and 


